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site on www.iaa.ie, in the safety/regulation
section, he can check on charts for Ireland and
Cork airport in the Irish AIP . 

TO JERSEY AGAIN
Eliot flew to Jersey last year (IP615, June 2007),
so the first stage of the flight is nothing new.
The real journey starts when he switches from
Jersey zone to London information on 124.750
at the FIR boundary. 

LONDON INFORMATION
F-SF. London information, F-BASF, request

flight information service.
CTL. F-BASF, London information, pass your

message.
F-SF. London, F-BASF, DR400 from Jersey to

Cork, at the FIR boundary, 3,000 feet QNH 1019,
VFR.

CTL. F-BASF, roger, flight
information service.

F-SF. Flight information,
F-SF.

With flight information service,
Eliot will have information about
weather, serviceability of facili-
ties, activity status of military
zones or any other information
pertinent to safety. He will be
responsible for separation with
other aircraft. When they come
close to the London/Shannon FIR
boundary, Eliot informs London
information that he is switching to
Shannon information on 127.5

SHANNON INFORMATION
He doesn’t stay in contact with Shannon infor-
mation for a very long time : the Kinsale gas
platform, a few miles off-shore, generates
sometimes a lot of helicopter traffic in the area
and Eliot is told promptly to contact Cork
approach on 119.9. Before changing frequencies,
he listens to Cork ATIS on 120.92.
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TO TAKE UP ± reprendre
A LEG ± une étape
TO REACH ± atteindre
TO RECKON ± estimer

COMPREHENSIVE ± complet, détaillé
A KEYBOARD ± un clavier
TO CHANCE UPON ± tomber sur
A TIP ± un conseil
TO SWITCH TO ± changer (fréquence)
A LULL ± une accalmie

VOCABULARY

Eliot’s father received an invitation from Sean
and Mary, his long term Irish friends who live
in Cork, for a sailing week-end off the Irish
coast. Eliot’s father is a sailor, born and bred in
Brittany. He is not an aviator, and he has a pro-
blem with anything that flies. On the contrary,
Eliot sees this as a great opportunity to take up
long distance navigation again after the 
winter break and sets about to reassuring his
father that F-BASF is in every way as safe,
convenient and efficient as any other more
traditional, commercial air travel. Maybe
even more so, weather permitting. 

As soon as Eliot gets the green light from his
father, he begins to plan the flight. After care-
fully studying the map, Eliot decides that they
will have a stopover in Jersey. There, they can
have lunch, refuel on VAT-free fuel and file a
flight plan for the second leg of their journey.
After this break, they will head towards the
English coast of Cornwall, that they will reach
between Plymouth and Exeter, then continue
on to Cork. Eliot reckons that the flight from
Jersey to Cork will take two and a half hours
with most of it over sea, and a lot of it into
British airspace.

As usual at this stage of preparation, Eliot
sits in front of his computer looking for infor-
mation on the internet. On www.caa.co.uk he
finds the “CAA Guide to Visual Flight Rules in
the UK” . It is a comprehensive 40-page
manual describing all aspects of VFR flying on
the other side of the Channel. There are also a
number of links to other internet sites, among
them the UK AIS website at www.ais.org.uk :
registration is free and gives access to the AIP
and to all the maps needed to prepare a flight
within the UK. 

Eliot notices a lot of military zones between
the French coast and the coast of Cornwall.
Typing “how to fly across the English channel”
on his computer keyboard, he chances upon a
site giving information  on the south coast
danger areas, and tips to get across . Last,
but not least, on the Irish Aviation Authority
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CORK APPROACH 
F-SF. Cork approah, F-BASF, good afternoon,  al -

ti tude 2,000 feet, squawk 1234, information Echo.
APP. F-BASF, Cork approach, good after-

noon, cleared VFR through the zone not above
1,500 feet, runway in use 17, QNH 1015. Cleared
to Carrigaline. Report field in sight.

F-SF. QNH 1015, runway 17, will report field in
sight, F-SF.

F-SF. Cork approach, F-SF, field in sight.
APP. F-SF contact Cork tower on 119.3,

good bye.
F-SF. Cork tower 119.3, good bye

CORK TOWER
F-SF. Cork tower, F-BASF, good afternoon,

over Carrigaline, 1,500 feet QNH 1015.
TWR. F-SF, Cork tower, good afternoon, 

join left downwind runway 17,
report downwind

F-SF. F-SF will report left
downwind runway 17

Downwind, base, final. Eliot is
lucky to arrive during a lull in traffic,

and he lands without delay. The
tower controller instructs

him to taxi ahead along
the runway beyond the
intersection with run-
way 07/25. He is then told
to turn left onto a small
taxiway, wide enough for
only one aircraft, leading
to the flying club area. 

HANDLING
In Cork airport, ground handling is compul-
sory. Eliot has made all the necessary arran -
gements before departure, and the handling
agent takes care of everything: refueling,
fees and transportation to the terminal. 

It has been a long day. Eliot has well deser-
ved his pint of beer at one of Ireland’s legen-
dary pubs! 
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Failte go Eireann

Hello, everybody!

This month marks the first anniversary

of my chronicles.  

Don't forget that you can download them

on www.anglais-pour-voler.com

Welcome to Ireland, the country of shamrocks 
and dancing Leprechauns
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www.caa.co.uk
± Shortcuts ± Aeronautical Charts ± VFR Guide 
www.airspacesafety.com/downloads/How_to_get_
across_the_English_Channel.pdf  
www.iaa.ie/safe_reg/iaip/aip_eick_charts.htm 
South Aer 00 353 21 488 84 88/ handling@eircom.net.
Handling fee: 30¤; landing fee: 4,20¤ per tonne; 
pax tax: 12,75¤ per pax; parking: 30¤ per night. 
Give 24 hours notice if possible.
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