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HENRI FARMAN’S 
ACCOMPLISHMENT

More interesting to Eliot, because happening
during the school vacation, was the celebration
of the first cross-country flight in aviation his-
tory. Henri Farman who, in January 1908, had
already been the first to achieve a 1 km circular
flight, was getting tired of flying circles and
decided to try something else. On October 30th
of the same year  he flew from Bouy, near
Châlons en Champagne to Reims on a Voisin
biplane. It took him 20 minutes to cover the 27
kilometres . Reports of the time have him saying
that he was worried his aircraft tail would get
caught in the high poplars he had to pass on his
route. He added that the engine was not yet per-
fect and that landing was not always easy! 

To commemorate  this achievement, the exhi-
bition of historical documents and  postcards,
the display of a model of Henri Farman’s  aero-
plane, lectures, and a reenactment of the histori-
cal flight were organized around the anniver-
sary date in different venues in and around
Reims. 

THE AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM 
Eliot also heard through the grapevine that a
temporary exhibition was being held at the Air
and Space Museum on aviation seen by Reiser,
the famous cartoonist. It sparked his interest
and Eliot hightailed it to Le Bourget airport for a
tour of the museum with his brother. Even
though the twelve year old  might not be interes-
ted in the Reiser exhibition, the museum  houses
a wide collection of  aircraft and space artifacts
and is definitely worth a visit. 

On the museum internet site at www.mae.org
he found out that the entrance to the museum is
free until the end of the year. Tickets are required
only for access to the B747, the Concorde, and the
planetarium. School was out and it showed :
swarms of children were all over the place

FALL, AUTUMN ±  Automne
REENACTMENT ±  Reconstitution
FULL-SCALE REPLICA  ±  Copie grandeur nature
RACKET ±  Boucan, barouf
RUGGED TERRAIN ±  Terrain accidenté
TO SPARK  INTEREST ±  Attirer l’attention

TO DISSEMINATE ± Distribuer

VOCABULARY

During the fall school vacation, Eliot baby-sat
his kid brother and had to find activities to keep
the 12-year old brat busy. Fortunately, October
was rich with various aeronautical events, anni-
versaries, and exhibitions. On the other hand
November started with the closure of a sad
story

IN THE HEART OF PARIS
At the beginning of october, the French
Aerospace Industry Association (GIFAS) organi-

zed an open-air exhibit on the Champs
Elysees. The association was founded a hundred
years ago by some visionary pioneers who
wanted to develop aviation as a trade, not only a
sport. It now counts more than 250 members in
all branches of the aeronautical industry.To cele-
brate its first centenary, GIFAS put on a show on
the most illustrious avenue in Paris to present a
century of aerospace history. Visitors were able
to walk around among legendary civil and mili-
tary aircraft, helicopters, and a scale replica of
the Ariane 5 launcher. Aircraft parts and equip-
ment were on display as well. The week program
also included videos, talks, and meetings. An
environment pavilion informed  the public on
the way the industry addresses the all too sensi-
tive subject of environmental impact and eco-
efficiency. A career and training forum advised
young people on jobs.

making a lot of racket. Wandering along the
Museum's alleys, up and down flights of stairs
and on elevated walkways giving an aerial view
of the displayed aircraft, Eliot and his brother
travelled through aeronautical time. They wat-
ched Da Vinci's visionary drawings, read about
Pilatre de Rozier - the first air travel related
casualty-  and discovered the stories of "Those
Magnificent Men in Their Flying Machines". In
the area dedicated to the early days of aviation,
among vintage aeroplanes,  they walked into a
replica of  the 1908 Voisin Brothers workshop. 

Eliot’s great grandfather was a pilot during
WWI and he remembers a picture in the family
album of a man clad in pilot's attire complete
with goggles and a black leather jacket, standing
next to a Nieuport biplane, the French Air Force
aircraft of that time. Unfortunatley, the gallery
on aviation in WWI was being revamped, and
access to the area was prohibited.

Instead they went to the rotary wings gallery,
opened in 2007 for the 100th anniversary of the
first helicopter take-off. In 1907 Frenchman Paul
Cornu, in a contraption of his own design, rea-
ched a height of 4 feet. They looked with amaze-
ment at  the full-scale replica of Cornu's helicop-
ter, rebuilt with the original engine.

While his brother was dreaming about his
future as a SST pilot in the Concorde, Eliot wal-
ked through the Reiser exhibition . Even 25 years
after the cartoonist’s death, his views on the
aviation world are still relevant today.

STEVE FOSSETT
Confirmation came  that the bones found near

Steve Fossett’s aircraft crash site were actually
his. The plane wreckage was discovered on
October 1st in rugged terrain in the Sierra
Nevadas, a short distance  away from where a
hiker had found IDs and money some days ear-
lier. In the month following the discovery of the
wreck, search and rescue teams found more IDs,
personal items, and  skeletal remains. 

Even though Steve Fossett had been declared
legally dead earlier this year, there were still
speculations surrounding his disappearance.
DNA tests performed on the bones confirmed
his death. The National Transportation Safety
Board is still working to determine the cause of
the crash. 

What’s all the buzz about  in the aviation world ?
A review of  recent events

±  

A VENUE ±  Un endroit, un lieu
WRECKAGE ±  Débris
A  WRECK ±  Une épave
A WORKSHOP  ±  Un atelier
TO HEAR THROUGH THE GRAPEVINE

± Entendre dire
TO HIGHTAIL IT ±  Foncer
IT SHOWS ±  çà se voit


